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; ‘ WORLD World Water Day (WwD), is held annually on 22 March. This day is an
opportunity to learn more about water and inspire others to take action to make
difference on water related issues. The theme for 2021 is “Valuing Water”. This day is
to focus on the true values of water and how we can better protect this vital resource.

WWD celebrates water and raises awareness of the
2.2 billion people living without access to safe water.
It is about taking action to tackle the global water
crisis. A core focus of WWD is to support the
achievement of Sustainable Development Goal (SDG)
6: water and sanitation for all by 2030.

The aim is to create a more comprehensive
understanding on how water is valued by different
people in different contexts so we can safeguard this
precious resource for everyone.

ACTIONS IN VALUING WATER IN ETHIOPIA

e Recognize and embrace water's multiple

values
e Reconcile values and build trust
e Protect the sources
e Educate to empower
e Invest and innovate

QUESTIONS TO IGNITE YOUR THINKING, DISCUSSIONS AND YOUR
ACTIONS ON WWD 2021:

e What does water mean to you?

e Why is water important to you?

e How does water affect females and males differently?

e  What role will water play in your future?

e What role does water play in your home, workplace, school?

e How does water play role in your cultural practices?

e What would you change about water in your area?

e What do you use the most water for?

e How does water affect the food we eat?

e How is water important to your home and family life, your livelihood,
your cultural practices, your wellbeing, your local environment?

FIVE DIFFERENT PERSPECTIVES OF VALUING WATER:

1. Valuing water sources — natural water resources and
ecosystems

2. Valuing water infrastructure — storage, treatment and supply

3. Valuing water services — drinking water, sanitation and health
services

4. Valuing water as an input to production and socio-economic
activity — food and agriculture, energy and industry, business
and employment

5. Valuing socio-cultural aspects of water — recreational, cultural
and spiritual attributes

STATE OF WATER IN ETHIOPIA: Today, in Ethiopia water is under extreme threat from a growing population, increasing demands of
agriculture and industry, domestic or municipal and the worsening impacts of climate change. Simultaneously, sedimentation,
pollution and water hyacinths are threatening the water resources of the country by reducing its quality and quantity.

Think of all the different ways water benefits our lives and you will realize how we can value water properly and safeguard it

effectively for everyone.

Your actions are needed today to protect the environment in order to ensure a good quality and quantity water supply, take good care
of water infrastructure in order to keep it functional, make sure the water is available to all, also for the persons with disabilities, make
sure that water is also available enough for energy, industry, business, tourism and cultural use.

Ministry of Water, Irrigation & Energy

On March 22, 2021 Ministry of Water, Irrigation and Energy is celebrating the World Water Day by giving
special attention to the actions mentioned above. The event will be organized in the Capital Hotel in Addis
Ababa from 09:00-12:30 for invited quests only in order to follow COVID-19 restrictions. But the event will
be on-line for everyone to follow remotely. The link to on-line will be provided to you on
https://www.facebook.com/cmpethiopia and https://www.facebook.com/mowieethiopia. More

information on the WWD 2021 at https://www.worldwaterday.org/
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