
A need for Paradigm shift towards 
achieving the SDG target for urban 

sanitation in Ethiopia

Gulilat Birhane

Hilton Hotel, March 30-31, 2017

MSF 6

National WASH Multi-Stakeholder Forum 8



Objective: Highlight the Context, Challenges and 
Actions 

• Share current feature of urban sanitation with key 
issue and

• Point out some of the Actions those should be taken to 
achieve key target set under Sustainable Development 
Goal (SDG) and Integrated Urban Sanitation and 
Hygiene strategy (IUSHS)
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Background: Targets set for 2030
SDG: Goal 6 S& H Target
• Achieve access to adequate 

and equitable sanitation 
and hygiene for all and end 
open defecation, paying 
special attention to the 
needs of women and girls 
and those in vulnerable 
situation

IUSHS Objectives 
• 12 objectives 

– One to be achieved by 2016

– 5 by 2020

– 4 by 2025 interim target 2020

– 2 by 2030

• ODF towns and sustainable 
behavior change  2020

• Improved latrine 2020

• FSM 70% by 2025 and 30% 
by 2020
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Reality Check: Are we on the right track to achieve these? 



Background: Point on the context

• Urbanization is growing fast 5.8% (WB) >  900 
towns and population grew at 3.8%. 

• About 60% of residents are residing with in 
rented house 

• 3-30% of residents practice open defecation and 
about 50% use shared facilities and 65% 
unimproved latrine

• ODF declined from 39% to 6% while improved 
latrine increased only from 19% to 27%

• Solid waste collection is about 65% in Addis 
Ababa and far below in small towns.
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Issue 1: Limited understanding on the scope and value 
chain of urban sanitation services
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Key Issue 2:Sanitation infrastructure and services 
delivery system can not cope with demand

• Traditional Pit latrine and 
poorly constructed septic tank 
are common containment. 

• Most towns do not have 
proper transportation and 
treatment facility

• Institutional fragmentation 
undermine the services 
delivery

• Absence of road map
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Issue 3: Financing sanitation and level of Resources 
Required 

MSF 6

0

200000

400000

600000

800000

1000000

1200000

1400000

1600000

B
ir

r 
in

, 0
0

0

Towns 

Estimated investment requirement for ten towns

Cost in Million Birr population

2266.6 2408.4 2413.7
2234.2

2478.0

4178.5

2429.3

2874.3

2114.6

2651.9

PER CAPITA INVESTMENT



Recom. 1: Establish a data base that helps planning 
process
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Recom. 2: A combination of options and incremental 
change to make improvements achievable

9

Attainable goals:

Stop open 
defecation  

Reduce unsafe 
sanitation

Increase safely 
managed sanitation



Proposal for WaSH Undertaking

• Constitute Institutional coordination 
mechanism with well defined role, 
responsibility and finance that aimed at 
achieving the Integrated Urbans Sanitation 
and Hygiene strategic objectives and SDG 
target by reviewing ongoing and upcoming 
interventions to bring the maximum outcome. 
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Thank You
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