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REPORT OF THE FIELD VISIT TO BASONA WARANA 

WOREDA ON DEC 7-8, 2016 

1 DAY ONE, BAKELO KEBELE, 7 DECEMBER 2016  

A team from Embassy of 

Finland in Addis Ababa and 

Community-Led Accelerated 

WASH (COWASH) visited 

Basona Warana District, 

Amhara region on 7th and 8th 

of December 2016. The team 

of visitors included H.E. 

Ambassador Helena 

Airaksinen, Counselor Tiina 

Byring-Ilboudo, Advisor 

Gezahegn Tadesse, CTA Arto 

Suominen, JPO Aino Himanen 

and CKMS Benti Ejeta.   

The first stop of the visit was a meeting with Heads and staff members of a Woreda 

Administration Head and Zone Water Desk. An hour briefing meeting was meant to brief the 

visitors about the benefits that COWASH has brought to the Woreda. It was also to hear 

from the administrator and 

others the challenges related to 

WASH implementations and 

services.  

The woreda administrator said 

the woreda has benefited a lot 

from the project. The access to 

safe water has increased 

sharply since COWASH has 

come to the woreda. The zonal 

water desk head also said, 

because of COWASH and CMP, 

the Basona worena is one of 

the best performing woredas 

not only in the zone but also in 

the region. It was also said that the project has played crucial role in empowering the 

community in general and women in particular.   

After the office discussion, the team travelled to Bakelo kebele to visit the communities who 

are using the safe water points constructed by COWASH. The first water the team visited is 
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a hand dug well water point constructed in June 2015. The water point is located in Aba 

Moga village.  

1.1 ABA MOGA SAFE WATER SUPPLY SCHEME  

This is Aba Moga water supply scheme. It was constructed in June 2015. On 7, 2016, 

visitors met with members of WASHCO. The committee members told the visitors that 15 

households are using the water point at the moment. And they also constructed cattle 

trough.  

The situation before the 

intervention.  

The community used to drink 

from the river which during dry 

months dries up. It was also used 

by all kinds of animals. It was 

unsafe/dirty.  

By then, waterborne diseases 

such as diarrhea was very 

common. Usually, kids were the 

most affected ones by this 

disease. As result, the medical cost was the highest expense of the households.  Even their 

Cows suffered from leeches. 

The situation after the intervention: Since the provision of access to safe water, the 

community is healthy. Now members of the community, particularly women have got 

enough time to get back to their regular works as early as possible. Waterborne diseases 

have decreased. As the result, the community became productive also. That accordingly 

reduced the medical cost of the households. Since they constructed the cattle trough, the 

cows have not got leeches.  

Construction Cost 

Community Contribution 

in Birr 

Government Contribution 

in Birr  

Construction cost in 

Total  

In 

Cash  

In 

kind  

In Total  In 

Cash  

In Kind  In 

Total  

 

49,188 

4,000 15,500 19,500 29,688    _ 29,688    

 

WASHCO Members: 

 Tegegn Agonafer------------ chairperson……Male   

 Wegayehu Mandefiro ……….Treasurer …………Female  

 Kefele Mandefiro…………….Secretary…………Male  
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 Firde Mandefiro……………….Member…………Male  

 Workuwa Sileshi………………Member ………….Female  

Operation and maintenance  

 Each house hold pays 3 Birr a month  

 WASHCO is responsible for guarding of the water point.  

 The water point is fenced.   

 WASHCO meets every month  

 WASHCO and Community also meet monthly  

1.2 KAGA SAFE WATER SUPPLY SCHEME  

These are the photos of visitors drinking safe water from Kaga water point in Bakelo kebele. 

The safe water supply scheme was constructed in April 2016. At the moment, about 17 

households are getting their water from the Kaga water point. About 4 of them are female 

headed. About 66 people are using this water point.   

 

Situation before the intervention 

This community was used to drink from the spring in the village. It was unprotected and in 

an open area. Though the communities were aware that the water was not safe, they had 

no option. Water related sicknesses were very common in the community. Particularly, kids 

and women were the main parts of the community affected by the disease.  

Situation after the intervention  

It has been less than a year since this community got access to safe water. The on spot 

spring without collection chamber was developed. Members of the community is now 

drinking safe water. The prevalence of water related diseases has reduced. It has never 

stopped functioning since constructed.  
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Construction Cost 

Community Contribution 

in Birr 

Government Contribution 

in Birr  

Construction cost in 

Total  

In 

Cash  

In 

kind  

In Total  In 

Cash  

In Kind  In 

Total  

 

48,661 

4,000 14,900 18,950  29,711    _ 29,711    

 

WASHCO Members: 

 Deribe Ashenafi------------- Chairperson---------------Male   

 Tsedalu Bahailu --------------Secretary------------------Female 

 Demise Ashenafi-------------Treasurer------------------Male  

 Gete Ashenafi-----------------Control --------------------Female  

 Ayelehu Aleme----------------Cashier --------------------Male   

Operation and maintenance  

 Each house hold pays 3 Birr a month  

 WASHCO is responsible for guarding of the water point.  

 The water point is fenced  

 WASHCO meets every month  

 WASHCO and Community also meet monthly  

 Have safe account in ASCI 

1.3 KARA TEDE SAFE WATER SUPPLY POINT.  

This is Kara Tede water point. One of the points of the spring with a collection chamber. 

This water point is found Kara Tede village of Bakelo kebele. This safe water supply scheme 

was constructed in April 2016. Currently, it is being used by 22 households of which 2 are 

female headed.  About 128 people are using the spring of which 67 are women.  
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Situation before the intervention  

This community used to get their drinking water from a river. It is a bit far from this 

community. It was the only source of water for the community and animals in the area. The 

community drink that dirty water. They suffered from various water related diseases.  

Situation after the intervention 

Now the community has access to safe water. The water point is also very close to their 

village. The community members, particularly, women are very happy for having safe water 

in the village. Women have got enough time to work on their regular works. Kids go to 

school in time. Users also got enough time to start their daily chores. The only concern the 

community has is that many of the surrounding communities have no access to safe water.  

Construction Cost 

Community Contribution 

in Birr 

Government Contribution 

in Birr  

Construction cost in 

Total  

In 

Cash  

In 

kind  

In Total  In 

Cash  

In Kind  In 

Total  

 

53,257   

4,000 14,900 14,150  18,150  _ 35,107 

 

WASHCO Members: 

 Hailemariam Derbe----------------------------Chairperson---------------Male   

 Engidawork Ayele -------------------------------Secretary------------------Male 

 Emebet Tsegaye----------------------------------Treasurer------------------Female 

 Lakech Hailegorgis--------------------------------Control --------------------Female  

 Wondimagegnehu W/Amanuel ----------------Cashier --------------------Male   

Operation and maintenance  

 Each house hold pays 3 Birr a month  

 Hire a guard. Each household contribute one Birr a month for the guard.  

 WASHCO is responsible for two water points.  

 The water point is fenced  

 WASHCO meets every month  

 WASHCO and Community also meet every 3 month.   

 Have safe account in ASCI 
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2 DAY TWO- THURSDAY, 8 DECEMBER 2016  

2.1 TACH DENGORA WATER POINT  

This is safe water supply scheme. It was constructed in June 2015. It is an on sop spring. At 

the moment, about 33 households are using the water point. About 8 of the households are 

female headed. The total about 138 people are using; of which 65 are women. The 

community members interviewed identified 3 persons with disabilities among the users, one 

of whom is a member of the WASHCO (secretary).  

 

Situation before the intervention. 

This community used to drink from the spring. It was unprotected and located in an open 

area. Dusts and all kinds of wastes were blown to the spring. It was very dirty but the only 

water source for the community and animals. The members of committee and users who 

met the visitors said that they had frequent health problem as the result of unsafe water. 

Particularly, children were the major victims of the disease.  

Situation after the intervention  

The community is now drinking safe water. They are healthy and productive.  The users’ 

representatives and users told visitors that they now have got enough time to deal with 

their business. The kids are not late for schools anymore. This community also has made 

their village an open defecation free. All the school and health institutions got latrines. Users 

are thankful to those who contributed to the construction of the safe water supply scheme 

and requested the project and woreda to support the neighboring community get access to 

safe water point. Visitors were happy with the way the community is managing the safe 

water supply scheme and WASH issues in general. The visitors also advised the community 

to protect the area to protect the watershed of the water points.  

  



7 

 

Construction Cost 

Community Contribution 

in Birr 

Government Contribution 

in Birr  

Construction cost in 

Total  

In 

Cash  

In 

kind  

In Total  In 

Cash  

In Kind  In 

Total  

 

40,980   

5,000 9,880 14,880 26,100 _ 26,100 

 

WASHCO Members: 

 Abebe W/Mariam---------------Chairperson---------------Male   

 Girma Bekele ---------------------Secretary------------------Female 

 Bizualem Kebede-----------------Treasurer------------------Male  

 Abebe W/Amanuel---------------Cashier --------------------Male   

Operation and maintenance  

 Each house hold pays 2 Birr a month  

 Hired a guard. Each household contributes one Birr for the salary of the guard.  

 The water point is fenced  

 WASHCO meets every month  

 WASHCO and Community also meet monthly  

 Have safe account in ASCI 


